AD&LE AND CO.
" Nor did anyone else/' said I. " They were very
civil, and we were civil back. Where we tore it right,
up was in letting a perfect stranger fix our wine."
" But we did it together," cried Piers. " He asked
me to give him the salt, and I stood by his side. I
saw him open the bottle and I could have sworn he
never put anything in."
"Sleight of hand," said Jonah. "He opened
the bottle five minutes before it was used."
" He said it'd cool quicker open."
" And then he left you to serve it and came and sat
down. But what an artist. Never mind. What
do we do ? "
"We'd better go home," said Daphne. "We'd
better pack up and go to White Ladies at once."
" We can't do that," said I.   " The painters are in."
This was a fact. The house would not be ready for
three or four weeks.
" Let's go to Irikli," said JilL    " It's lovely now."
Irikli belonged to the Duke of Padua. When I
say that it added to the beauty for which the Lake of
Como is justly famed, I am stating no more than
the truth,
'" Yes, let's/' said Hers. " I'll go on and get it
ready, and	"
" Why go away ? " said Jonah, filling his pipe,
** We've taken a nasty knock, but why dear out of
the ring?"
For tlie irst time since the outrage my heart leaped
up, foe though I had not said so, I would have given
the world for a smack at the thieves. Compensation
was all very well—so far as it went. So far as I was
eoroeniecl, it went a very short way. What I wanted
was satisfaction I wanted to see the Plazas stand in
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